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8C No. 01917/68

- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Directorate of Intelligence
2 February 1968
f

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

The Situation in South Vietnam No. 8
(A5 of 7100 A M EBT)

1, The Communist Tot offonsive continued into

4t8 fourth day with Communist forces resisting al-

lied mopping-up operations within, or on the out-
skirts of key cities throughout'South Vietnam. The
fighting dn Saigon is subsiding; however, the Com-
nunists still maintain &trong positiouns in the prov-
incial capitals of Hue, Kontum,;Ban Me Thuot{, Da Lat,
and several cities in the deliga provinces.

2. Enemy losses continue to soar with US mili-
tary authorities in Saigon claiming well over 10,000
Communists killed in the firsi three days of fight-
ing. An additional 3,000 suspect Communists have
reportodly been detained. By contrast only some
1,700 individual and crew-served enemy weapons have
been recovered in the fighting.' Friendly losses now
total 559 killed (232 US) and ?ome 2,300 wounded
(1,000 uS). ’ x

Saigon i

3. Saigon was relatively quiet during the
night of 1-2 February. In ear}y morning action,
however, the Viet Cong overran two South Vietnamese

‘police precinct stations, Sporadic firing was re-

ported at geveral othexr points in the city and
fighting ocontinued early this morning near Tan Son
Nhut airbase just northwest of the capital, Only
limited aircraft trafiic was pormitted at the air-
field due to reports of an imm}nent rocket attack,
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4, Avallable evidonce indicates that the enemy
troops involved 1n the Saigon area wero mostly in
the 168 to 18 age hracket and were woll armed with
modern automatic rifles and rocket launchers. 8ov-

-oeral prisoners stated that they had tnfiltrated into
the city in eivilian clothes where they woere armed
from weapons caches which had beel set up well in
advance, The enomy in Saigon did not appear to be
woll trainod, although their morale was high 4in the
carly stagos of the fLighting.

. 8. Several enemy units in the city have been
tontatively identified &s Viet Cong units from the
Mekong Delta and from as far wost as Tay Nionh Prov-
ince., Reports of North Vietnamese units in the
Saigon fighting have not been confirmod but north-
erners assigned to noearhy Viet Cong units as cadre
and fillers possibly participated

)

| ~the Communists are planning to organize
popular demonstrations in tho cagital to protest

the "wanton and indiscriminate killing and burning

of homes' by allied forces. The governmont has begun
to organize special civic action teams to counter
these ertorts.

. Corps

7. The city of Hue 1s still the focal point
of stubborn enemy resistance in South Vietnam's
northern I Corps area, The rest of the major cities
in the northern proviucos are under the control of
- allied forces, although scattered attacks were con-
ductaed against some of them on 1;2 February.

8. Hue: The two-square-mile, walled citadel
area is s{Ill partially occupied by enomy forces
this morning. Two South Vietnamese armored battalions
are commited to the clearing operations around the
citadel, and a US 1st Air Cavalry battalion may bo
added to the effort., Three other South Vietnamese
battialions have eacountored stiff enemy resistance.
in cleoaring operations in some areas on the outskirts
of the city. All US and South Vietnamese installa-
tions within flue remain under allied control.
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9. Cam Lv: The Combined A¢tion Platoon Head-
quarters at Cam Lo was attacked with mortar and
small arms fire early today. Thé enemy was forced
to withdraw after .a heavy six-hour battle.

10. Phu Loc: The Phu Loc Area, located some
25 milos south of llue,was subjected to a day-long
attack, which endod late last night,  The Phu Loc
District Headquarters and villagé were reported securo;
however, a sizeable enemy threat is belioved still in
the general arca, According to an unconfirmed report,
tho US Marine base at Phu Loc was overrun at one point
in the fighting.

11, Tam Xy and Quang Ngai. Both of these prov-
incial capItals werc attacked by Communist mortarmen
during the night of 1-2 February. The bombardment
of Tam Ky reportedly included artillery fire, No
reports of casualties or damage hnvo been receivead,

12. Duy Xuyén: This district capital located
several miles southwest of Hoi An in coamtal Quang
Nam Province was reported still pndca the control
of an unknown-sized enemy feorce. ‘A South Korean
brigade has moved into the area in preparation for

a counterattack later today,

!

IX Corps

13. Kontum: The most sorious thireat in the
II Corps area continues to exist in the city of
Kontum in the westem highlands., The enemy con-
tinues attacks in and around the city, and has es-
tablished strongpoints in several 'buildings, in-
cluding pagodas and churches. An entire North
Vietnamewe bhattalion is still believed in control
of approximately half of tho city. The airfield
has been cleared out is now open to emexrgency
traffic.

{

14, Ban Me Thuot: At lust report, elements
of the North Vietnamese 33rd Regimeni werc still
occupying most of the city. Two South Vietnamese
23rd Infantry Division battalions, together with US

. units, are attoempting to regain tontrol of the city.

Tho airfield is atill opon, but has been hit by
mortar and small armps fire,
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15. Da Lat: At last report, Communist forces
sLill hold The market placoe in the center of town
as well as scatterod strongpoints within the city,
South Vietnamese forces are leading the effort to
drive the attackers out of the city.

16, Tan An: A total of 208 eneny troops were
reported kTITed during a fiurce two-hour battlo yes-
terday, when they attempted to overrun this village
which -1 located some 15 miles southwest of Pleiku.

The village was defended by South Vietnamese irregulars
who sustained light losses, {

'17. Phan Thiot: Heavy nghting wag Atill re-
ported from C(his coastal) provincial capital through
the mid-morning of 2 Febyruary. The MACV and Sector
Headquarters compounds have not yet come under attack.
U§ and South Vietnamose troops have established &
blocking position and are presently attempting to

sweep through the ¢ity in an effort to drive the
attackers out.,

1II Corps

18. To the north of Saigon in IXI Corps--the
area where the current Comminist campaign has so
far been the lightest--several new attacks weoro
reported during the night of 1-2 February. Xuan Loc,
the capital of Long Khanh Province, was under heavy
attack throughout the night., One Viet Cong platoon
poenotrated into the town, but by morning allied reac-
tion troops had cleared them out, First reports indi-
cated that US and South Vietnamese casualties were
light in the action. Other enemy assaults and mortar
attacks occurred in Phuoc Tuy, Hau Nghia, and Tay
Ninh but few details were avallable,

3
'

1V Corps
18. 1In the Mekongz Delta, éharp fighting con-
tinuvey within several provincial capitals and a num-~
ber of smaller towns.
20. Some 700-800 Viot Coig are still believed
to be ingide Ben Trae, the capital of Kien Hoa Prov-

ince, .where two companies of the US 9th Infantry
Division companies have arrived to roinforce ARVN
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forcas, Heavy fighting occurred during the night in
the provincial capital of Vinh Long. A US Navy patrol
boat haso in the city was overrun but later retaken

by South Vietnamese forces,

21. Allied troops were also engaged with Viet
Cong forces in Can Tho, My Tho and Moc Hoa, the
. - capital of Kion Tuong Province, The latter city was
. under heavy mortar and rocket attack early this
moxrning. The Viot Cong were reyorted using loud-
- speakers to appeal tc ARVN troops to lay down their
arms,

Progpocts for the Immediate Future

. 22, The situation reported at 8a Dec iB char-
acteristic of many arcas in South Vietnam, where
enemy forces have besn pushed out of the urban area.
but continue to maintain positions on strategic ground
nearby, It scems possible that, in some areas, the
Communist units will attempt to renew their attacks
on urbhan areag, or will attempt 1p remain nearby in
an effort to keep the s1tuation tense and the populace
intimidated.

23. Although the enemy units s8o far 1nvolvod
in the current action have reportedly taken heavy
losses in some of the fighting, 1t appears certain
that the enemy high command was fully prepared to
sacrifice these units tn their entirety, if noecessary,
in order to carry out the offensive, This would ‘
gstrongly suggest that the enery has not thrown his , i
full weight into the current effort, but that it is
rather a careful, selective application of his power,
K In the hitterly contested fighting in Hue, for ex-
amplo, only eloments of the North Vietnamese 6th
Rogiment have been identificd, along with a few,
possible local force clements, This would indicate,
in view of the standard OB for the area, that at least
one other full NVA regiment is in this sector, and
‘at least three other regiments within 20 miles,

24. Although the Commudiats are probhably in-
‘capable, in the immediate future, at least, of again
mounting a coordinated attack against so many targets
a8 in the past four days, they do appear to have
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the necessary punch in reserve to keep up heavy pres-
surc on seloctoed semi-urban and urban arocas fox a
"considerable period., Progpects for siuch enemy pres-— -

sure appear good,

: : .

25, Khe 8anh: The situation in the Khe Sanh
arca of wodtorn Quang Tri Province remains static,
The US Marine garrisoh there receivéd R 1ight mortar
atiack durfmg the night. According to g rallier and
a prisoner; howaver, tho socond phase of the Communist
Khe Sanh offensive will begin on 3 February with
“arlillory, tanks, and twice as many troops,'
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